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Shows and describes sponges, corals, mollusks, crustaceans, starfish, and fish found in the tropics,

and explains what has been learned about their habits and behavior from studying them in captivity.
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From the moment I opened this book I was entranced by its luxurient pictures. Catala, the director of

an aquarium in New Caledonia, has used his resources well to provide us with a glimpse of many

organisms that the vast majority of us will never see otherwise. Specimens range from the common

to the extremely rare, and his coverage of the various marine life groups is well balanced. The

accompanying text is very informitive, although his humor is slightly erratic. Unfortunately, the text

doesn't follow the same sequence as the pictures, and often there are a couple pages to flip in order

to reference a figure. Its slightly annoying, but the sheer number and quality of the photographs

makes up for it. All in all, this book is an amazing reference for anyone who wants to see the

extraordinarly diverse types of animals in our oceans, as well as those interested in tropical marine

life.

I took this book out of the library 8 times one Fall, as a child and loved it. I bought it remembering

how much I loved it and as I was looking through it, the pictures are even more brilliant than I

remembered. I highly recommend this book!
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